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—continued from p. 8
visitor from Earth is told:

Here on Amazonia, for possibly the first time,
we can contemplate a true love between the sexes.
No longer does one economically dominate the
other. No longer is one at the mercy of the other,
because of unfair laws. Both are equal.

And on Whileaway,

Sexual  relations—which have begun at
puberty—continue both inside the family and
outside it, but mostly outside it. Whileawayans
bave two explanations for this. *Jealousy"’, they
say for the first explanation, and for the second,
“Why not?""

Icollecuve's eye, glowing with physical

mental and spiritual health in a non-sexist,
sexually-free aumasphere  designed {o enhance
their fullest pot . Their “‘schools’ have little
resemblance to any present-day educational
institutions. They are full members of their
communities, respected by adults for their contri-
butions as well as their needs.

Ecotopian children attend open-air schools,
spending less than an hour a day in class. They
participate each day in the work of the
community, in factories and gardens, where *they
need to use concepts in geometry and physics, do
complex calculations and bring to bear their
considerable skills in carpentry.

Short People

N THE ANARCHIST-FEMINIST
future(s), - children are the apples of their

including a dsmnunn of the mnsmon from

Nobody bus to dn it for very long, unless )k
likes the The Community

Block Commmu ... ‘make rotating lists The,
disagreeable work postings or dangerous ones like
the mercury mines and mills are normally for one
balf year only.

When only the necessary work is done and
shared equally, a more leisurely pace of life
becomes possible. Jackrabbit explains:

After we dumped the jobs telling people what to
do, counting money and moving it about, making
people do what they don’t want or bashing them
for doing what they want we have lots of people to
wor

On Amazonia, where work settings (although
worker-controlled) remain more rigid and set
apart, the visitor from Earth notes with surprise

that *‘the enterprises tend to be just as concerned’

with conditions of work as they are with profits,””
well as being concerned for each other, the
inhabitants of several of these future worlds

exhibit a high degree of ecological consciousness.’

They try to grow food and to manufacture goods
without destroying the soil or the sea or the air;
they seem to have learned the folly of uncontrolled
use of natural resources.

In Ecotopia, people who want to build a wood
structure *‘must first arrange o go out to a forest
camp and do forest service—a period of labor
during which . . . they are supposed to contribute
enough to the growth of new trees to replace the
wood they are about to consume.”” The example is

In The Canbe Collective, Patience and Dande-
lion dream up a unique idea for building a play-
dome which involves the entire collective in
serious discussion and decision-making. As the
two young people pursue their plan they have full
access to the information and distribution network
of their world.

Toys are not big items in Whileaway or
Matapoissett,where children participate in the life
of their commaity soaking up its values. And
from The Di

A child free from the guilt of ownership and the
burden of economic competition will grow up with
the will to do what needs doing and the capacity
forjoy in doing it

Appealing Work
VEN IN THE FUTURE, PEOPLE

especially exciting since Ecotopia has been
established through revolution in Washington,
“Oregon and Northern California. (Saving all those
redwoods and Douglas Firs!)

Technology is not synonomous with capitalism
and destructive industrialism in many of these
stories. Le Guinn’s character in the New Atlantis
knows his Bookchin:

We could completely decentralize industry and
agriculture. Technology could serve life instead of
serving capital. We could each run our own life

The State is a machine. We could unplug the
machine, now.

The major use of technology is to liberate
people from the work no one wants to do. And
computer technology is ingeniously used for
m.[ormanon mrage and access in almost every
book desc

have to work, although the
between work and play have been signif-
icantly reduced. Much effort is put into
making work appealing and integrating it into
community life.
When work becomes pleasant and people can
choose what they do, who does *
In Matapoissett, Jackrabbit tells Connie, **Fasure
[this is all automated]. Who wants to stuff
pillows?"” On Anarres, where they don’t have the
technology to automate the disagreeable work, it’s
shared:

“the dirty work’*? 7

The network was not to be run from the top
down. There was to be no controlling center, nc
capital, no establishment for the self-perpetuating
machinery of bureaucracy and the dominance
drive of individuals seeking to become captains,
bosses, chiefs of state.

The Dispossessed

All the systems of Anarres are worked out in

detail for the eager student of anarchism,

In the original plans for Amrrﬂ, decen-
tralization was an Essﬂln.il elem
Odo, the major
bad mo intention: of trying to de-urbamize
civilization. Though she suggested that the natural
limit to the size of a community Iay in its depen-
dence on its own immediate region for essential

The women say they have
learned to rely on their own
strength. They say they are
aware of the force of their unity.
They say, let those who call for
a new language first learn
\violence.

They say, where will you begin?
They say, the prisons are
open...They say that they
have broken with the tradition
of inside and outside, that the
factories have each knocked
down one of their walls, that
offices have been installed in
the open air, on the
esplanades, in the rice-fields.
= The Guérilléres
by Monique Wittig

food and powser, she intended that all communities
be connected by communication and trans-
portation networks so that goods and ideas could
get where they were wanted, and the admini
stration of things could work with speed and ease,
and no community should be cut off from change
or interchange.

A similar structure prevails in Matapoissett,

‘where the informality and extent of people’s part
icipation astonishes Connie:
Tuwenty five or thirty people sat around an oblong
table arguing about cement, zinc, tin, copper,
platinum, steel, gravel, limestone, and things she
could not identify. Many of them seemed to be
women . ... they ranged from sixteen to extreme
old age . .. they spoke i ordinary voices and did
not seem to be speechifying

“We have a five-minute limit on speeches

“This is your government?’

“1t's the planning council for our township.’

‘Are they elected?’

‘Chosen by lot. You do it for a year: three
month with the rep before you and three with the
person replacing you and six alone. "

The resulting communities are not mainly
rural, but not sprawling cities either. In
Shockwave Rider by John Brunner, the anarchist
city Precipice appears like a jewel in a sea of
horror: “'It’s like a village—with the city implicit
init.”” In fact, the description of these cities of the
future would seduce you into reading further, if

the treatment 0[ sex roles had not already captured
your imaginatior

Despite the complexity of matters to co-
ordinate, attention to process and consensus
decision-making are priorities The Canbe
Collective describes meetings in vivid detail and
here is the reporter in Ecotopia:

A meeting has no formal agenda; instead it
opens with a voicing of ‘‘concerns’’ by many part-
icipants. As these are discussed gemeral issues
begin to take shape. But there are no Robert's
Raules of Order, no motions, no votes—instead, a
gradual ventilation of feelings, some personal
antagonisms worked through and a  gradual.
consensual focusing on what needs to be done.

Not so  on Whileaway. A fiercely—female
focussed society, its inhabitants are indoctrinated
under a static coded system which naturally,
produces their *‘characteristic independence, dis-
satisfaction, suspicion and a tendency toward a
rather irritable solipsism.”* The book’s feminism
is apparently not consistent with an anti-author-
itarian structure.

Of course, all is not rosy in the future. Le
Guin’s Odo compldins: *‘favoritism, elitism,
leader-worship, they crept back and cropped out
everywhere.”” And the first settlers on’ Anarres
were aware that *‘unavoidable centralization was a
lasting threat to be countered by lasting
vigilance.”

What of individuals who don’t or won't fit into
the society? All the authors take a creative crack
at this issue. Here's The Di
Well, be moves on. The others get Hd of bim,
you know. They make fun of him, or they get
rough with him, beat him up; in a small
community, they might agree to take bis name off
the meals listing, so be bas to cook and eat all by
himself; that is bumiliating.

Marge Piercy’s handling of violent acts in
Woman on The Edge of Time has some
“authoritarian elements.

First off, we ask if person wants to take respon-
sibility for the act . .. then we work on bealing.
We try to belp so that never again will person do a
thing person doesn’t mean to do [If it was
intentional] then you work out a sentence, maybe.
exile, remote labor . .. you, your victim, and your
judge work it out (or the family of your victim)

the second time someome uses violence, we
give up . ~ we don’t want to watch each other or
to imprison each other we aren't willing to
live with people who use violence we execute
them.

In Ecotopia there are small prisons rather than
large ones. Prisoners participate in the general lfe
of society, holding jobs with ordinary pay and
rights. They are confined at other times, with hus-
bands, wives or lovers if they choose. The:
underlying theory:

In the American system prisons were training
grounds for crime. Humane policies give inmates
time and_opportunity to develop ‘noncriminal

modes o life.
The philosophy of anti-authoritarian individual

responsibility s fully developed in The
Dispossessed. A conversation  between - two
characters:

‘Listen, wasn't it Odo who said that where
there's property, there s theft? and to make a|
thicf, make an owner; to create a crime, create
laws."

‘Nobody owns anything to rob. If you want
things, you take them from the depository. As for
violence . . . would on murder me? And if you
felt like it, would a law against it stop you?
Coercion is the least efficient means of obtaining
order. "

Keeping Watch

LL THESE SOCIETIES MUST
contend with hostility from other worlds
or dangers even closer to home. Some
have developed secret powerful weapons'
which are trained on their enemies; in Woman
On The Edge of Time every individual must do a
stint at the Front where war is waged interminably

Where on earth do all these stories leave us?
We've checked out our ideas in ‘‘concrete’
situations, followed our intuitions through to
logical conclusions, imagined how we’d changed
things if we were writing the future.

Science fiction doesn’t give us a complete
picture. There are some areas that leave us quite
unsettled. Several books describe a need fori
coercion in work distribution; none of the authors.
successfully outlines a method for dealing with ex-
treme anti-social behaviour. The militarism in
most of the books is disturbing.

There isn’t enough historical detail in science
fiction to connect us from here to there. But, when
all is read and done, it is our future we’re working
on. Imagination at the very least reminds us of our
goals. Let’s give the last word to Odo, talking
about Amai, a young woman in her House:

Amai bad grown up in Odonian Houses, born
to the Revolution, a true daughter of anarchy.
And so quiet and free and beautifal a child,
enough to make you cry when you thought: this i
what we worked for, this is what we want, this is it,
bere she is, alive, the kind, lovely future.




