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RoadsideNotes

[ THE WHOLE THING

Dear Open Road,

We are very excited by the

paper and would like to offer
| comments and criticism
about the last issue.

First, 1 would like to echo
the comments of the ‘“‘North-
west Sisters of the Coven td

[ Smash Class”’ and applaud
your idea to do an issue on
anarcha-feminist politics.
The anarcha-feminist com-
munity, too, is working
against authoritarianism,
party-building tendencies
within the feminist move-
ment, and to emphasize the
connections between the
feminist and anarchist ap-
proach to revolution. (By
now you’ve probably seen
Zero, the new anarcha-
feminist paper from Lon-
don.)

I am a member of a lesbian

[ anarchist-feminist printing
collective, ‘“The Whole
Thing”” from San Francisco.
We haven’t been together for
too long but have plans for a
journal in the near future to
bring together past, present,
and future writings about
anarcha-feminist ‘‘theory”’.
(We would love contributions
of suggestions, information,
and writings for this effort.)

Coming from this per-
spective I would like to say
that the photo on p. 13 for

the article ‘‘Peeling Away the
Taboo’’ is very offensive to
me. Not only does it portray
the worst image of hip-patri-
archal nuclear families, of-
fensive to both anarchism
and feminism, but the image
of a simpering woman and
child hanging and dependent
on a man is made no less ob-
noxjous by the long hair nor
the nudity.

In general, the paper con-
spicuously lacks a feminist
outlook. This outlook must
go much deeper than articles
about the activities of anar-
chist women. It must also in-
clude an overall sensitivity to
the first hierarchy, that of
males over females. If anar-
chists neglect a real under-
standing and practice of
feminism, then it will fail, as
it will ignore the oppression
and needs of over half the
human race and it will miss a
grasp of the hierarchy upon
which ail others have been’
patterned for at least the last
10,000 years.

My second major com-
plaint is about the article on
the NWLF (New World
Liberation Front). Despite
your mentioning the NWLF’s
““fuck-ups’’ concerning
authoritarianism, feminism
and homosexuality, I still was
left feeling that they were just
that—“‘fuck-ups’’. The
NWLF is expressly, rabidly

Marxist-Leninist.

“We feel that homosexu-
ality is a reactionary state
that appears mostly in the
privileged class. Homo-
sexuals, both male and
female, are reactionary
toward the opposite sex and
their confusion comes out
many times as hostility. . .
Reactionary homosexuals are
lonely, self-centered people
who view sex as all-important.”

This is only one example of
the anti-gay, anti-feminist
tripe issued by the NWLF’s
Central Command. Their
‘“incorrect line”” on these
issues is part of their whole
authoritarian, hierarchical,
patriarchal, elitist approach
to politics. Bascially if the
NWLF took over tomorrow
gay people (and perhaps all
women) at least would be in
the same position as the
Kronstadt sailors were in un-
der Bolshevism, the anar-
chists in Spain under the
communist party and the
Jews and Czechs under the
Soviet communist party now.
The way in which the NWLF
could get over their ‘‘fuck-
ups’’ is to get over their hier-
archical, vanguardist politics.
(No amount of successful
bombings is gonna offset the
bullshit they’ve put out in the
eyes of feminists and queers,
or anyone else with a liber-
tarian outlook.) I think we’d
be better off not trying to

You’d do much better to run
more articles on people really
trying to fight authoritari-
anism instead of apologising
for the worst Marxist-
Leninism has to offer.

Lastly, the letter from Ted
Lopez mentions ‘‘third
worldism’’ of the left. I think
what could be mistaken for
an obsession with Third
Worldism (and women for
that matter) is actually
Leninism. It comes from the
idea of ‘‘vanguardism’’
which tries to determine the
‘“leading struggles’” in the
world political situation and
then attempts to insert its
own ‘‘line”” into these
struggles to exploit the
resources, energy and spirit
of these people’s struggles to
achieve its own
end—authoritarian State
capitalism. (Unfortunately
this has succeeded in many
cases. Many Marxist-Leninist
“‘revolutionary leaders’” in
the Third World countries
have been educated in white
patriarchal Western
European countries.) But in
my experience of those so
supposedly obsessed with the
struggles of Third World
people and/or women, they
continue to act in the most
blatantly (and insidiously)
racist and sexist ways. My
feeling is that they don’t give
a fuck about Third World
people or women anywhere

except in their prefontal lobes
and would sell them out in a
minute if the Central Com-
mittee decided it was ex-
pedient. (You’ll notice the
new ruling elite of the
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ABBIE & JERRY Road, left me uneasy. A

careful reading of the volume

Here in West Germany the _ Lbe First International;
current interest is concen- Minutes of the Hague Con-
trated on Jerry Rubin. You ference of 1872 edited and
did an article on this, and translated by Hans Gerth,
here this interest has quitc a and published by the Univer-
new character because new Sity of Wisconsin Press in
lefters, anarchos, or as they 1958 (and of ‘:V‘hlch contents
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Ed Clark marxian government!
Oakland, Ca. Marcus Graham

Hamburg, West Germany.



